TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL CYCLING LEAGUE
2008 Rulebook

www.texashighschoolcycling.org

      texashighschoolcycling@gmail.com
This rulebook is written as a supplement to the 2008 USA Cycling Rule Book (”The Rules”).  All USA Cycling and USCF rules are used in the Texas High School Cycling League.

The USA Cycling Rulebook may be obtained for FREE at http://www.usacycling.org 

1. DEFINITIONS

1.1. “Teams” or “high school teams” are comprised of students from the same high school. Districts may compose composite teams representing all high schools in their district.  High school teams are encouraged to wear some sort of uniform jersey or T-shirt designating their high school.   There is no minimum or maximum requirement for the number of racers from one high school however all racers must attend high school at that school or in that district.  Teams do not need to obtain an 'official status' at their school. 
1.2. “Event” means total of all races under a single race permit (note: an event may or may not include more than one race per category, e.g. in 2007 Jesuit is an event with two races, a criterium and a TTT, but MSU is an event with three races (road race, criterium, and ITT).

1.3.  “Race” means one single race (one road race, one criterium, one circuit race, one ITT, or one TTT), including all categories.

1.4. “ITT” means “individual time trial,” and includes hill-climb time trials (“HCTT”).

1.5.  “TTT” means “team time trial.”
1.6. “The League” and “TXHSCL” means Tex.as High School Cycling League
2. ENTRY

2.1.  Eligibility.   High school categories are for all racers who are also attending public or private high school (grades 9-12). Race organizers may require that a high school I.D be shown at registration / check-in. Sorry but home-school students may not compete without the express, prior, written consent of the league director: texashighschoolcycling@gmail.com 
2.2. Preregistration.  Preregistration using BikeReg.com or is encouraged.  Teams and individuals are responsible for payment for those riders pre-registered.  No transfers of registration are allowed.

2.3. Race Numbers.  Race number(s) are provided by the League, and are to be used for the entire season.  In the event of an upgrade or downgrade, new race numbers will be provided, if the previous number(s) are returned.  There is a $5.00 replacement fee for damaged or lost race numbers.  Homemade replacement body race numbers are not allowed.  

2.4. Responsibility for Registration.  It is the responsibility of each and every rider to ensure that they are properly registered and all entry fees are paid.

3. COMPETITION AND CATEGORIES

3.1. Riders must race in the same category in all races throughout a single weekend or event.

3.2. Required USA Cycling Road Categories.  For mass-start road races, riders are required to have the following USAC Road category:

	High School Category
	USAC Road Category

	A 
	1, 2, 3 or very experienced high school racers

	B 
	4, 5 

	Women B
	1, 2, 3, or 4


The penalty for riders who violate these minimum requirements shall be (1) if the race has not yet commenced, a prohibition on the rider starting the race, and (2) if the race has commenced, disqualification of the rider from the race.

3.3. TTT Categories.  Riders may be from different categories.  The category of the TTT team is the highest category held by any individual rider.

3.4. Composite TTT Teams.  All TTT races shall be open to composite TTT teams of riders from different teams (High Schools) who do not have enough teammates to form their own TTT team, but want the experience of racing in a TTT.  Composite TTT teams may be made up of two or three riders of the same or different genders.  The race will be for experience and fun.  Composite TTT teams will be listed in the results, but no points will be awarded to any rider or team (High School) from a composite TTT team, nor will they displace points.

3.5. Upgrades.  Riders may upgrade to a higher high school category provided that they have the required USAC Road category.  Riders in TXHSCL road races are eligible for USAC Road upgrade points in mass-start high school races as long as the race meets the field size and distance requirements specified by USA Cycling. It is the responsibility of each rider to request upgrades through their online USA Cycling account and provide proof of category at race registration.

3.6. Downgrades.  Riders may downgrade to a lower high school category provided that they have the required USAC Road category, unless they have scored points in the higher category in an individual race (road race, criterium, or ITT), in which case they may not downgrade to a lower category, except with permission to downgrade obtained from the League Director.  Riders may not downgrade after the last race prior to the league or state championships. 
3.7. Combined Fields. Fields may be combined at the promoter’s discretion.  When fields are combined riders from the combined categories may mix.  Riders will then be scored separately according to their registered race category.
4. SCORING 

4.1. TXHSCL Team Points - Race.  TXHSCL team points for an event are calculated according to the following procedure:

1. Sum the individual points for the highest four placing riders (or the single highest placing TTT team for TTT races) for each team for each men’s category (MA + MB) from a single race;
2. Rank the aggregated individual men’s points from every team separately.

3. Assign the corresponding point value to the ranked men’s teams from the table below
4. Repeat the above steps for the women’s category
5. Sum the men’s and women’s team points for the team total for the race;

Note: if no individual rider earns individual points for a given race, that team is not ranked for the race, and thus does not earn any team points for that race.

4.2.  TXHSCL Team Points – Event. The team point total and rank is determined by the sum of all team points awarded for each race of an event.
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TXHSCL Overall Team Points and Rank.  High School League overall team points are the sum of all team points earned from the beginning of the current season to the present.  
Note: In the flow chart above it shows some categories that the TXHSCL does not yet have however it shows the basic idea.  Team points for an individual race are determined by adding the men’s and women’s team points earned for that race.  Season-long team points are determined by adding the team points from each race.
4.4. TXHSCL Team Points
	Rank 
	Women's Team Points
	Men's Team Points

	1
	20
	20

	2
	16
	16

	3
	13
	13

	4
	10
	10

	5
	7
	7

	6
	5
	5

	7
	3
	3

	8
	2
	2

	9
	1
	1

	10+ 
	0
	0


4.5. Individual Points and Standing.  Individual points do not “carry over” to another category if a rider upgrades or downgrades.  Only points earned in individual races are included in the calculation of individual overall standings.  
	Place
	Individual Points

Men’s A
	Individual Points

Men’s B
	Individual Points

Women’s

	1
	100
	50
	50

	2
	95
	45
	45

	3
	90
	40
	40

	4
	85
	35
	35

	5
	80
	30
	30

	6
	75
	25
	25

	7
	70
	20
	20

	8
	65
	15
	15

	9
	60
	10
	10

	10
	55
	5
	5

	11
	50
	
	

	12
	45
	
	

	13
	40
	
	

	14
	35
	
	

	15
	30
	
	

	16
	25
	
	

	17
	20
	
	

	18
	15
	
	

	19
	10
	
	

	20
	5
	
	


4.6. Primes.  Prime sprint points count toward individual overall standings.
	Prime Place
	Prime Points

	1
	5

	2
	3

	3
	2

	4
	1


4.7. Not finishing. If you DNF (did not finish), you will not be awarded any points for that race.  If you are pulled from a race you may be “pulled and placed” and are still eligible for points.
4.8. TTT Timing. The time of a TTT team is taken from the front wheel of the 2nd rider.  Only one team from each school will score points.  Top seven teams in TTT score points.
	TTT Place
	TTT Points

	1
	100

	2
	90

	3
	80

	4
	70

	5
	60

	6
	50

	7
	40


4.9. Conference Championships.  Double points are awarded to all riders and teams at the Texas High School Cycling League Conference Championships.
5. DISCIPLINE

5.1. Misconduct.  For illegal, grossly unsportsmanlike, or other behavior unbecoming to the sport of cycling committed by an individual, the individual’s team will be penalized 20 team points for the first infraction of a member of that team, 100 team points for the second infraction by a member of that team, and team disqualification for a third infraction by a member of that team. For actions that are not Illegal or otherwise DQ-worthy offenses, a warning shall be issued.  Penalty-worthy incidents include, but are not limited to, grossly unsportsmanlike conduct, vandalism, public nudity, public urination, reckless driving, or any illegal behavior. Incidents should be reported directly to the presiding USA Cycling official or TXHSCL organizers.
5.2. Banned Substances. League athletes are subject to all USA Cycling and USADA rules pertaining to anti-doping (A list of banned substances is available at http://www.usantidoping.org). In addition to disqualification, use of marijuana or other recreational drugs or under-aged drinking will be reported to both coaches and school administration. 
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